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rapid and easy advance, in the Mediterranean, in the Atlantic, in the Southern Seas, amongst the Pacific Isles. Did she reach in that decade that stage when an empire, ceasing to advance, has begun to recede and therefore to decline ? And was the Boer War a proof at once of her weakness and her strength ? This is the real problem of imperialism in 1913.
In contrast to this, what of Germany ? I have described the attitude of the youth of Germany, soldiers, students, professors, politicians, writers of books. Their position is clear. "Are we to acquiesce/' they ask, " in England's possession of one-fifth of the globe, with no title-deeds, no claim, except priority in robbery ? Our greatest teachers so describe it." And I showed you how young Germans of the twentieth century can, in support of this position, appeal to the representations of English history by many of the most commanding intellects of their own nation, expressed in guarded or unguarded terms. They can even cite the Englishman Seeley as a witness to the dominion which hazard has played in England's uncouth and unmerited grandeur. She is the Malvolio of nations; greatness has been thrust upon her.
And then follows the fixed and inevitable conclusion, now silent but deeply and passionately resentful, now clamorous and aggressive, as in the Prussian war-party and its adherents in every rank of Prussian life : " Is all indeed lost; and is the war for the world ended ? In the world-arena has Germany, like a belated champion, girt in her shining armour, ridden up to the great tourney too late ?